Two EMPRESSES
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JOSEPHINE'S EXTRAVAGANCE

TO COUNT MOLLIEN, MINISTER OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY

WESEL, November i, 1811.

THE Crown Treasury has advanced a sum of several
hundred thousand francs owed by M. Pierlot to the Empress
Josephine and Queen Hortense. Please let me know when
the settlement of M. Pierlot's affairs will enable this amount
to be repaid to the Crown Treasury.

It would be a good plan if you would privately send for
the Empress Josephine's steward, and make him under-
stand that not a penny will be paid him except upon proof
that he has no outstanding debts. I will stand no nonsense
about this. The steward's own property must be the
guarantee of his good faith. You will therefore notify
him that, as from January ist next, no payment will be
made to you, or to the Crown Treasury, except upon
his certification, secured upon his own property, that
there are no debts.

I am informed that the expenditure on the Empress's
household is hopelessly extravagant. See the steward about
this. Find out what the position is as regards payments in
cash. It is absurd that, in place of the saving of 2 millions
that the Empress was to have made, there should still be
debts unpaid. You should have no difficulty in getting the
steward to tell you about all this, and in making him see
that he himself might be in a very awkward situation.

Arrange for a personal interview with the Empress
Josephine. Make her understand that I hope her establish-
ment will be managed more economically, and that, if it is
not, she will incur my extreme displeasure. The Empress
Louise has only 100,000 crowns; she pays her bills every
week: and she goes without frocks, and stints herself in
various ways, rather than run into debt.

It is therefore my intention that, as from January ist
next, not a penny more shall be paid on account of the
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